The Odyssey Book 12
QUESTIONS


Back on Aeaea
1. What do Odysseus and his men do when they arrive back on Aeaea?
2. Where have they just come from, and what information were they given there?

3. Explain some of Elpenor’s funeral details.

4. What does Circe tell Odysseus about and what are he and his men given? Give details in bullet points…

5. What is Circe’s response to Odysseus’ attempt to get out of the problem of Skylla and Charybdis?

6. What does Circe warn Odysseus about the cattle of the Sun God?

The Sirens
7. What does Odysseus tell his men to do when they pass the Sirens?

8. Why does Odysseus put wax in the men’s ears?

9. How does Odysseus react to the Sirens’ songs?

Skylla and Charybdis
10. How does Odysseus encourage his men? What does this section tell you about Odysseus’ character? Do you think he has learned anything from previous experiences?

11. Give details of Skylla and Charybdis from what Odysseus (not Circe!) tells us about them.

12. Do you think Odysseus made the right decision in this story? Explain reasons for your answer.

The Cattle of the Sun God
13.  What does Odysseus warn the men?
14. How do the men convince him to land on the island of the Sun God Hyperion?

15. What is the oath Odysseus makes the men swear?

16. How long do the men stay on the island for?

17. How does Eurylochus convince the men to eat some of the Sun-God’s cattle?

18. Give details of the feast.

19. Who is the ‘tell-tale’ in this story?

20. Odysseus is a mortal man. How does he know the conversations of gods?!

21. What happens after six days of feasting? Do you think this fate is deserved?

22. Where does the storm take Odysseus and how does he avoid death?

23. Explain how Homer uses a ‘juryman’ in his simile.

24. Then Odysseus lands on Ogygia. Why does he not tell the whole of the story of Kalypso?


JJT
GROUP WORK:


In groups, take some notes and be ready to give a short presentation on one of the following topics (you will be given one to work on!):


The importance of Storytelling and oral narrative


The ‘Homeric Hero’


Xenia


Leadership


The Status of Women / Female characters


Belief in the gods


Civilisation / the Rule of Law Vs Barbarism


Pathos and Sympathy


In your presentation, you should include:


details of Ancient Greek views on your topic and a comparison with modern views


detailed examples and quotations backing up your points and ideas from Homer’s ‘Odyssey’


Your group should include at least ONE Homeric simile and ONE Homeric epithet.








